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You have a Problem?
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You have a Problem?

Professional Practice is about addressing
problems

-Case based

-Practice style

-Managerial

-Policy / political
And the way to solve problems is with
Evidence



Why an Evidence-based Approach

e Most likely to work

e Building on the research and
experience of others

e Easier to explain, and get support
e Can be defended

But it must be done properly!
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Finding Evidence

e Turn your Problem Definition into terms
e Search a suitable database(s)
e Each term is a relevant characteristic

e Search on one or more terms to produce
a list

e Critically select a manageable list

e Critically appraise the selected items to
find solution



Critical Selection

e Look for the closest match to your problem
e« BUT do not rule out new ideas

e Match as far as possible the characteristics
of your Local Definition

e The greater the characteristic matches the
greater the value to you.

e Some characteristics may have greater
weight



Critical Appraisal

e Is the study scientific and reliable?
- Size, method, bias, etc.

e |s its context relevant?
- Similar service systems, culture, etc..

e Does it identify its potential limitations?
- Sample size, selection, potential bias

e Do two or more papers reach similar
conclusion (triangulation) ?

e Do some papers conflict (caution needed)



Avoiding Problems

Select the preferred evidence-based
solution you want to implement

Do you
DO you
Do you

nave t
nave t

nave t

ne skills?
Ne resources?

ne authority?

Have you appraised (and managed) risks?

Can you clearly explain to key stakeholders?

Have you break points and an escape
strategy?
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RICHE - A Case Study of
Compiling Evidence
e Research Inventory of Child Health in
Europe
e« EU Framework 7, running 2010 - 2013

e To create cross-disciplinary inventory:
- To identify gaps and steer research
- To make evidence available to non-experts

« www.childhealthresearch.eu



RICHE Taxonomy

e Necessary to provide a framework for
evidence retrieval

e No suitable taxonomy existed
e Good generic taxonomy experience



RICHE Taxonomy

e Multi-axial
- Demography
- Population Groups
- Child-related topics

- Health, disability, health issues and
determinants

- Languages and Geographical perspective
- Study type
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Population Groups (0)

Economic-type:
[ Children in poverty

I Children who have dropped out of
education
[~ Socio-economic status

[~ Street children / Homeless children
[~ Travellers
[ Young workers

Living status terms:
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Bullied children

Children who are alcohol users
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Children with chronic illness
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Children of parents with mental illness
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“I”I Child Health Research iii People and Networks
v A\
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Migration type terms:
[ Asylum seekers (Children in asylum

seeking families)

Children of illegal immigrants
Ilegal residents

Culturally itinerant children
Migrants

Refugees

Children of minority faith parents
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Ethnic minority groups

Criminality type terms:
[ Children in penal institutions

[ Children whose parents are in penal
institutions

Sexual orientation:
[~ Bisexual children

[ Children with bisexual parents
[~ Homosexual children
[~ Children with homosexual parents

Reproductive health type terms:
— Children conceived by gamete donation
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[ Research projects using children as
subjects
[~ Peer educators

[~ Violent children

Family
[~ Family type
[ Single parent families

[~ Families with same-sex parents

[~ Extended families
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[~ Adoptive families

[~ Large families

[~ Families with singleton children

[~ Parentalguardian reporting about children
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[~ Household data
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[~ Foster care
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[~ Homelessness
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and child units)

Institutions

[~ Children’s homes
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Child related topics (D)

Household

Law and jurisprudence
[~ Police
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[~ Lawyers
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RICHE Innovation

e Designed round client group, not discipline
e Holds all types of evidence

 Any member can upload - ‘agent network’
e Designed with Search in mind

e We help users find Evidence
e Join us! On www.childhealthresearch.eu




A FUN ZONE
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